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Peer Assistance Services, Inc.  

Mission:  

Dedicated to quality, accessible prevention and 

intervention services in workplaces and 

communities, focusing on substance abuse and 

related issues. 

 

Incorporated in 1984 
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Recent history of marijuana: 

Colorado, USA 
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How will legalization and 

commercialization of marijuana in 

Colorado affect adolescent use? 
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Marijuana use:  

12-17 year olds in Colorado 

• Ranked in top five states (2009-2012) for: 

– First time use (Colorado had highest incidence) 

– Past-year  and past-month use 

• Healthy Kids Colorado Survey (2011): 

– ~40% of high school students had ever tried 

– 22% used in past 30 days 

– Marijuana and binge alcohol use associated 
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Colorado Prevention Partnership for Success 

• 5-year initiative  

• Funding: Substance Abuse Mental Health Services 

Administration (federal)  

• Administered by : Office of Behavioral Health (state) 

• Initial goals:  

– Decrease underage and binge alcohol use – 

especially targeted Latino youth 

– Reach high risk populations and geographic areas 

– Utilize evidence-based measurable, sustainable 

prevention strategies 
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Colorado Prevention Partnership  

for Success- Expansion year 

• Exceeded 5-year targets by year 3. Awarded expansion 

funds. 

• State Epidemiological and Outcomes Workgroup 

recommended a focus on marijuana 

• Goals:  

– Build upon underage drinking prevention efforts 

– Prevent under-age marijuana  use 

– Implement SBI using the CRAFFT 

– Evaluate training and collect CRAFFT SBI data 
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Focus groups: Marijuana 

• Adolescents and parents 

• Overall perception of increased adolescent use 

• Concern about more potent forms of marijuana 

• Youth more familiar than parents about: 

– Range of marijuana products  

– Types of effects  

– Various methods of use 

• Low perception of potential for dependence 
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Screening and Brief Intervention 

• Settings 

– School health centers 

– School mental health services 

– Juvenile probation settings 

– Primary care pediatric clinics 

• Training- 2 hours  

– CRAFFT and SBI 

– Motivational interviewing 

• Data collection and evaluation 
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Discovery
  

Pre-
implementation 
Survey 

SBI Training & 
Data Collection 

Follow-up 
implementation 
Survey 

CRAFFT Data Collection 

• Key informant 

Interviews 

• Site Visits 

• What 

screening 

practices are 

in place 

currently? 

• CRAFFT 

survey data 

• Brief 

intervention & 

referral to 

treatment data 

• How have 

screening 

practices 

changed?  
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Results 
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Pre-training Participant Survey 
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CRAFFT 
47% used 

both 
alcohol & 
marijuana 

11% used 
alcohol, 

marijuana & 
other drugs 
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CRAFFT Results 
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Brief Intervention &  

Referral to Treatment 
Full Population Screened  

(N = 389) 

Youth Who Said “YES” to one or 

more CRAFFT Question (n= 118) 
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Follow-up Surveys 

• “What is a brief intervention?” 

• N=34 

• Best response: “A connection and brief conversation 

with a youth or adult to provide feedback from screening 

and enhance motivation toward cutting back or stopping 

unhealthy substance use.” 

• Most concerning response: “I do not know.” 
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Summary 

• Nearly half of providers report not having tools to 

screen for marijuana use. 

• 2/3 of the study sites serve “at risk” youth; only 

1/3 of youth reported past 12 month substance use. 

• Majority who reported substance use reported 

using marijuana.  

• Of those who reported any substance use, nearly ½ 

reported both marijuana and alcohol. 
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www.improvinghealthcolorado.org 

303-369-0039 x 227 

Carolyn Swenson, MSPH, MSN, FNP 

Manager, Training and Consultation, SBIRT Colorado 

 


